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Thank you to TAFE teaching staff Sharon West, Simon Rose, Kirsten Lyttle, Clare
Humphries, Loretta Quinn, Program Manager Belinda Wilson, Administrator
Ninna Cikoja and Technician Stephen Cottrill. Thank you to Uncle Herb and Prof.
Jeremy Diggle, Head of School, Art.

For ongoing student support thank you to the RMIT Ngarara Willim Centre for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

We would also like to thank the Gallery staff, Stephen Gallagher, Andrew Tetzlaff,
Adriane Hayward and Anabelle Lacroix.

NGARARA WILLIM
CENTRE FOR ABORIGINAL AND
‘TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLES

Supported by
@ BADDAGINNIE RUN

BUILDING 2 LEVEL 2, BOWEN STREET, MELBOURNE

Managed by the RMIT School of Art

COORDINATOR Stephen Gallagher ADMINISTRATOR Andrew Tetzlaff

INTERNS Adriane Hayward, Ariella Blum and Yanxin Li

GRAPHIC DESIGN Gracia Haby & Louise Jennison EMAIL schoolofartgalleries@rmit.edu.au
WEB www.schoolofartgalleries.dsc.rmit.edu.au TELEPHONE +61 3 9925 4971

GALLERY OPENING HOURS Monday — Friday 10.00am to 5.00pm
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RMIT School of Art

= |GALLERY ®RMIT

UNIVERSITY

Chulkuuk
Respecting Country
Respecting Ancestors

Aunty Frances GALLAGHER
Aunty Gwen GARONI
Lorraine NELSON

Leah WALKE

Elaine WILLIAMS

Acknowledgement of Country by Uncle Herb Patten
To be opened by Prof. Jeremy Diggle, Head of School, Art

THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER TO FRIDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2012
OPENING WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER 5-7PM

RMIT SCHOOL OF ART GALLERY

BUILDING 2 LEVEL 2, BOWEN STREET, MELBOURNE



Respecting ancestors
Respecting Country
We travel this journey together
In all the different cultures of Aboriginal Australia
Remembering the old ways
Creating new ways of passing knowledge
For everybody to come together to understand and share our culture
For future generations to come

Aunty Frances Gallagher (Gunditjmara)

My Country in The Grampians, Gunditjmara Land, 2011
Acrylic on canvas

60 cm x 45 cm

| grew up on Framlingham Mission and my Aboriginal tribe is Gunditjmara. Coming to the
Unit helps me to relax and | like to paint peaceful scenes of my country in the Grampians,
and to capture the beauty and colour of the mountains. | am concerned about the state
of the landscape especially after the Black Saturday fires. In the old days the Aboriginal
people would nurture and look after their land through fire stick farming. Because it is no
longer practised the land now suffers.

Aunty Gwen Garoni (Taungerong)

Taungerong Camp in the Yarra Valley, 2012
Acrylic on canvas

100 cm x 82 cm

| am descended from the Taungerong people of the Yea and Yarra Valley districts of Northern
Melbourne. | have 3 children, 17 grandchildren and 18 great-grand children. Painting
gives me enjoyment and pleasure and | also like the companionship of the other students
and Elders at RMIT. | like to paint about my Country and the changing nature of the land
from the tribal days through to today. This includes painting the devastation caused by the
Black Saturday fires in my Taungerong land which greatly saddened me. My recent works
have concentrated on the regrowth of the landscape.

Lorraine Nelson (Yorta Yorta)
Coming Home, 2012
Coloured inks on canvas
100 cm x 100 cm

My paintings contain patterns from the Yorta Yorta possum skin cloak. | also use river
designs representing the Murray River where my tribal lands are situated. My tribe lived
along the river banks. | also paint about my culture, ancestors and Cummeragunga Mission
where | was reunited with my mother. | am a member of the Stolen Generation and was
separated from my family for 20 years. This was along time and I'm slowly getting to
know them all. This was hard for me and my four siblings. Our mother was still there at
Cummeragunga waiting for us to return and when we did, the tears and smiles she showed
were happy ones.

Leah Walke (Bungalung)
Earth Connection, 2012
Oil on canvas

55 cm x 86 cm

| am a Saltwater woman from Bungalung Country. My inspiration comes from my ancestors
and the land. Even though | am separated from my family most of the year, | think about
them all of the time and how our art brings us together to celebrate life connections to
the land and how it nourishes us. | want my work to allow people to connect to their own
ancestral memories and emotions.

Elaine Williams (Kalkadoon/Kandju)
Father’s Country, North Queensland, 2012
Acrylic on canvas

110 cm x 100 cm

| am a Kalkadoon/Kandju woman from Northern Queensland. | work in both traditional and
contemporary art forms which express the many stories and customs that have been passed
onto me, | also educate others about Aboriginal culture, and the strong connections | have
for my people, animals and Country.



